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FOOT: Queer(ing) Performance Abstract 
 
Title:   Picasso’s Black Canvas: (Re)Telling Stories of Survival & Thrival 
 
Performers: TBA 
 
Panelists: Lance T. McCready, OISE/UT; Antonio Cayonne, (Project Humanity; 

David Lewis-Peart, independent; Djola Branner, Hampshire College  
 
 This presentation combines a 20 minute staged reading of Picasso’s 

Black Canvas (PBC) and 20 minute panel discussion. PBC is a verbatim 
theatre piece about the lives of young Black gay men in Toronto. It was 
first staged in June 2012 to a sold out audience at Buddies in Bad Times 
Theatre. See a write up of the performance here:  
http://www.positivelite.com/component/zoo/item/probing-picasso-s-black-
canvas  

 
The staged reading at FOOT will be newly edited and will feature features 
never-before-viewed scenes that, like the original piece, draw from in-
depth interviews with participants in the Black Coalition for AIDS 
Prevention’s Many Men, Many Voices (3MV) HIV prevention and 
education program. Panel presentations highlight the significance of PBC 
by situating it in an interdisciplinary, socio-historical context. Djola 
Branner will offer a brief history of verbatim theatre as a tool for 
dramatizing historically marginalized communities, black/queer and 
otherwise. His discussion will cite the works of such artists as Anna 
Deavere Smith, Moises Kaufman and E. Patrick Johnson. David Lewis-
Peart will speak to his initial motivations for pursuing qualitative research 
on the lives of young Black gay men, the process of selecting the actors 
and the use of theater to foster resilience and coping among gay and 
bisexual Black men situated at the interstices of race, gender, sex, and 
class discrimination. Antonio Cayonne will discuss the collaborative 
process of writing and editing PBC and how the piece is part of a larger 
corpus of verbatim theatre work produced by Project Humanity. Lance 
McCready will discuss PBC as a form of community sexuality education, 
including the process of reaching out to Black (queer) communities for 
input, auditions, and development. 
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Bios 
 
Djola Branner is currently Dean of the School for Interdisciplinary Arts, and Associate 
Professor of Theatre at Hampshire College. Co-founder of the award-winning 
performance group Pomo Afro Homos, he is a theatre artist/educator who gives voice to 
individuals historically absent from the stage. He toured nationally and internationally 
with the Pomos in Fierce Love: Stories From Black Gay Life and Dark Fruit, and has 
performed in regional theatres across the US. Branner has contributed to numerous 
anthologies including Black Gay Genius, Colored Contradictions and Voices Rising: 
Celebrating 20 Years of Lesbian and Gay Black Writers. His first book of collected plays, 
sash &trim and other plays, published by RedBone Press, was nominated for a Lambda 
Literary award (in 2014). 
 
Antonio Cayonne is Director of Community Development and a founding member of 
Project: Humanity.  He is a Toronto-based actor, producer, and arts outreach 
practitioner.  He has worked as lead facilitator for the Canadian Stage Company’s Youth 
Group, a guest facilitator for a Canadian Stage/CultureLink summer initiative, Pleiades 
Theatre and Soulpepper’s Youth Group. Antonio is/was a member of 
surface/underground theatre, a company founded by actors that engages audiences 
through challenging and provocative work addressing contemporary issues and ideas.  He 
is a graduate of the Ryerson Theatre School. 
 
David Lewis-Peart, HSC, MES, holds a Masters degree in Environmental Studies, with a 
focus on community interventions, qualitative research methods and sexual minority 
Black youth. Trained in Human Services Counselling with a specialization in Mental 
Health, David has worked in front line social service delivery for nearly a decade. He was 
the principal investigator for the study of Toronto’s 3MV intervention with financial 
support from the Ontario HIV Treatment Network (OHTN) and the Canadian Institute for 
Health Research (CIHR). Qualitative data collected as part of this study was used in the 
development of Picasso’s Black Canvas.  
  
Lance T. McCready, Ph.D. is Associate Professor of Urban Education in the department 
of Leadership, Higher and Adult Education (LHAE) at Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education, University of Toronto (OISE/UT). He is an interdisciplinary social scientist 
whose research, writing and service focus on community sexuality education and 
education of African descendant adults. He has a strong interest in working with 
marginalized and racialized populations of queer youth, men and boys. Dr. McCready 
served as an evaluator of 3MV and research consultant for Picasso’s Black Canvas. 
 


